Within-herd and between-herd variation in diagnosis of clinical mastitis in cattle.
In a set of data on farmer-observed clinical mastitis in cattle, all milk samples were scored with regard to milk color and milk texture (presence of flakes and viscosity). During a 1-year period, 1,106 milk samples were collected from 125 farms with a bulk milk somatic cell count < 150,000 cells/ml. The overall variation, the between-herd variation, and the within-herd variation of the scores were evaluated and compared with each other. Differences between farmers were found for the scores on the visual characteristics per sample. However, these differences were not related to the reported number of cases of clinical mastitis per year. It was concluded that the diagnostic capability of farmers whose herds had low somatic cell counts did not have a negative influence on the validity of farmer-observed clinical mastitis incidence. However, care should be taken in herds with a low frequency of cases.